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The Jordan Blog

Elizabeth Graff is a sophomore international studies major at Cedarville University.
Follow her weekly documentation of her semester abroad in Jordan at ReadCedars.
com. Below is an excerpt from one of her posts.
Running. A young man running from other young men.
The man being beaten in broad daylight. I have never seen
this happen before. This is what I saw as I rode the bus
back to Dakhlia circle. I cringed and cried out as I saw the
first blow come down upon his brow. But I did not stop it.
And neither did the others on the bus. It was an unfortunate and upsetting incident, but none of us cared enough
to jump off the bus and stop the beating. Walking home to
get my luggage for the trip to Damascus, I saw an ambulance weaving its way through the traffic. I knew the man
was inside. I wondered who he was, what he had done to
deserve such treatment at the hands of men. And I ask
now, could I have done something, anything to help him?
This is how my trip to Syria began.
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Jewish Ministry

Several Cedarville students have started a ministry to a local synogogue. Their main goal
is to build relationships with the Jewish people and to learn more about their culture. For
more on this story, go to ReadCedars.com.

Director’s Cup

This Saturday, the Director’s Cup will showcase the best and most creative student films of
the year. Go to ReadCedars.com for more information about the competition.
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More Jobs, Party Room Coming to SSC
by Bekah Cvetich

The Cedarville University Stevens Student
Center (SSC) will be mostly student-run by the
fall of 2010.
Brian Burns, Associate Dean for Student Center Operations and Programs, said this will
create about 15 more jobs for students.
“We hope to provide more student aid through
wages,” Burns said.
Two SSC director positions will be opening
up, he said. One director will be in charge of
activities and schedule management and the
other will be responsible for décor in the SSC,
including art shows. Burns said he plans to offer these students 15-20 hours per week.
He hopes these jobs, along with the other positions on the Student Center Activities Board
(SCAB), will be résumé builders.
“Brian wants to give us the experience that
we’ll need in the real world. So next year, SCAB
will be almost entirely run by us … however
scary that might be,” said Stacie Beres, a member of SCAB.

Turning over the SSC to more students will encourage them to learn better customer service
and working skills, Burns said.
“It will open up opportunities for students to
be better when they leave Cedarville,” he said.
The students working in the SSC will be divided into three divisions: the events group, operations and setup, and the information desk.
With the combination of all three divisions,
Burns said he hopes to make the SSC students’
first choice when deciding where to hold their
meetings and events.
Burns said a major change will be made to the
game room to aid in achieving his goal. The
current pingpong area will be transformed into
a party area that students can reserve for free.
Students have asked to reserve the game room
for parties multiple times, but Burns didn’t
think it was fair to exile all the other students
just to rent it out to a few. But he said he could
make an area within the game room to rent out.
They will downsize from two pingpong tables
to one and move it outside the glassed-in area,

which he plans on converting to the party
room.
While reserving the room will be free,
Burns said he will offer services that will
require payment of staff for setup, teardown and supervising.
Burns said students will be allowed to rent
projector screens and Wii game systems
for use in the party room. The cost for the
setup of the screen will be $8-$10. Students will also need to pay a SCAB member
to supervise the use of the Wii which will
cost about $50 for four hours.
Mike Dunn, a SCAB member on the operations and setup crew, said he looks
forward to setting up and supervising the
events that will happen in the new party
room. Dunn said he will enjoy being a
part of something new and exciting for
students.
Burns said that, in the end, the SSC changes are focused on serving the students.
“If we want to meet the needs of students,
it must be run by students.”

3

This glassed-in area of the game room in the SSC will become a party room the students can rent for free for special uses.
Photo by Rachel Baylor

More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com

Pharmacy
Sparks Plans
for Health
Sciences
Center
by Cammy Sray

Photo by Brian Hoskins (www.sxc.hu)
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Dean of Pharmacy Marc Sweeney has confirmed plans for a new Health Sciences
Center at Cedarville University. He said
the goal is to break ground in the spring of
2011. The new facility will be located on the
south side of the SSC and house the pharmacy and nursing programs.

serve Christ in everybody that I met.”

The building will include classrooms, simulated training labs, research facilities and
office and conference room space. Sweeney
said that the advancement office is conducting a fundraising campaign to finance
the building project.

Injeti said that the four years of professional
studies, still being developed, will be the first
doctoral curriculum at Cedsrville.

The fundraising goal
is $11 million, according to Bill Bigham,
vice president for
advancement.
Bigham said the Board
of Trustees might
raise the goal to $14
million depending on
initial results. Nearly
$5 million has been
committed to the
project so far.

Cedarville University’s pharmacy curriculum
includes three years of pre-pharmacy course
work and four more years of professional studies – the last year centering on clinical rotations off-campus.

Amy Granger, a sophomore pre-pharmacy student, said that she was
“Cedarville has a very expecting a difficult program because of higher
distinct mission … one level chemistry and biology classes. While the
academic rigor has met
that is drawing both
her expectations, Grangstudents and faculty from er was encouraged by her
professors’ biblical emaround the nation to take phasis.

part in what is
happening here.”
Dr. Marc Sweeney

“Dr. Sweeney told us that
he wants us to view ourselves as Christians who
happen to be pharmacists, not the other way
around,” Granger said.

As Cedarville takes its
Dean of the School of Pharmacy
place among the 111
other U.S. colleges embracing the phar- Sweeney identified five unique elements of a
macy fervor, Sweeney wants to make the Christ-centered pharmacy program: ethics,
spirituality in medicine, missions, wisdom and
program unique.
compassionate coaching.
Sweeney said he had no reason to leave the
pharmacy schools of Ohio Northern Uni- Cedarville students will “have the ability to
versity and the University of Findlay, but guide patients in biblically ethical decisions.”
it became clear to him that the Cedarville They will have opportunities to serve underprivileged people around the world, using physopportunity was right for him.
ical aid as a means of showing the love of Christ.
“After praying for almost 18 months, God
made it clear to my wife and family, we Students will learn to apply God’s wisdom to
needed to be part of something that he the realm of research, propelled by the idea
was doing, which was starting this school,” that “two children of God will sharpen each
other.” Students will aim to reduce instead of
Sweeney said.
increase dependency on medication.
Elisha Injeti, the new program’s Director
“Cedarville has a very distinct mission … one
of Research and Development, said he was
drawn to the Cedarville pharmacy pro- that is drawing both students and faculty from
gram because of its strong biblical foun- around the nation to take part in what is hapdation and the “genuine commitment to pening here,” Sweeney said.

Pharmacy Facts
The field of pharmacy has
expanded from retail to encompass hundreds of different positions. From working
in physicians’ offices, outpatient clinics, and government agencies, to addressing
growing needs of disease
management and drug therapy, pharmacists are gaining a strong foothold in the
professional world and are
in sharp demand. The National Association of Chain
Drug Stores estimates the
number of vacant full-time
pharmacist positions nearly
tripled from 1998 to 2000.
The Department of Health
& Human Services said,
“Seventy percent of hospital pharmacies termed the
shortage … ‘severe’ as opposed to 48 percent the year
before.” This shortage is
expected to expand in 2020
and 2030 – guaranteeing 100
percent job placement.
Source: Cedarville University
School of Pharmacy
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Olasky’s path to Christianity
passed through Judaism, atheism
and communism.
by Andrew Smith
Marvin Olasky, editor of WORLD magazine, speaks during the Critical Concern Series
debate with Jim Wallis on March 11 at Cedarville University. Photo by Jonathan Moultroup

We know that truth seekers fruitlessly search
until they find God. So suggested Augustine in
the early years of the church: “Our souls are
restless until they rest in Thee.” But what about
those who aren’t seeking? What of those who
don’t feel all that restless? What about Jonah
on a fishing ship headed for Tarshish? What
about the apostle Paul on the road to Damascus, who was quite pleased with himself before
our Lord found him? And what about WORLD
editor and columnist Marvin Olasky, who rejected his Jewish upbringing and became an
atheist, Marxist and hater of Christians . . . all
before graduating from high school?
Indeed, while you saw a conservative man
of intense faith during the Critical Concern
Series last week, Olasky’s history makes him
perhaps among the most unlikely of believers.
After his Bar Mitzvah in hometown Boston, at
14-years-old Olasky became convinced that
man had invented God. He earned a B.A. in
American Studies at Yale in 1971, then moved
west for a reporting job in Oregon before quitting a half year later to “protest the capitalist
oppression of the publisher,” as Olasky put it.
It was then, in 1972, that he joined the Communist Party USA.
“What I wanted in communism was the opportunity to lord it over other people,” Olasky
said. “To be a master of the universe.”

To get a Ph.D., Olasky needed to have a thorough reading knowledge of a foreign language,
and he had been studying Russian already. So
he took the one Russian book in his house that
he had not read—a New Testament he had been
given years before. Upon reading Matthew 5,
Olasky was struck with the understanding—
provided by the Holy Spirit, he says—that the
words did not come from man, but from God.
This did not make him a Christian, however, because though his atheism was gone, there was
his Jewish heritage to work through. Olasky was
assigned to teach a class in early American literature, and his exposure to Puritan writings helped
him realize that Christianity was quite logical.
“The Puritans blew apart one of the prejudices
I had,” Olasky said. “I had grown up thinking
that Christians were rather stupid, silly people
who worship Christmas trees . . . and the Puritan divines were very smart, love them or hate
them. It’s hard not to recognize that they work
things out very logically. These were great, but
humble brains at work.”
It was the writing of Jonathan Edwards, John
Cotton and John Calvin that the Holy Spirit
used to push Olasky toward the Christian

faith until he confessed Christ and joined a
church in 1976.
“This process continued over two and a half
years,” Olasky said. “Slowly, grudgingly, I
came to believe that He is [Lord] and that
therefore I have certain obligations and
pleasures that He provides and that I should
actually start confessing what I had come to
believe.”
All those “strange ways” God used to bring
Olasky to faith just remind him today of the
irresistible force that was behind his conversion all along.
“I knew it was all God,” he said. “I didn’t
pursue God; God drew me to Himself.”
Which brings us back to the lesson from
Paul. What was it about Paul that made him
worthy of God’s sudden grace? Marvin Olasky’s answer: Nothing.
“I never know why God chooses one person
and not another,” he said. “This is the way
God works—all different ways for all different people, sometimes fast, sometimes
slow.”

This desire to have control drove Olasky to
more education, starting with learning Russian in the Soviet Union, then moving back to
his hometown to write for the Boston Globe for
a year as a communist reporter. Later, while in
graduate school at the University of Michigan,
Olasky started to get a strong sense that there
was a God after all. Now doubting his atheism,
Olasky found socialism less attractive.
“My communism, which was was based on
atheism, was not legitimate,” Olasky said. “So
I left the communist party, tried to ignore important questions and God kept bringing them
to my attention in strange ways.”
More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com

Left to right, Marvin Olasky, moderator Rob Moll and Jim Wallis of Sojourners participate in the
Critical Concern Series debate on March 11 at Cedarville University.
Photo by Jonathan Moultroup
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The Hall
Players
Some Cedarville
University athletes tack
on the responsibility of
serving as resident
assistants to their busy
schedules.
by Katie Laustsen
When most Cedarville basketball fans
hear the name Adam Riehle, they think of
the starting forward for the NAIA No. 14
Yellow Jackets. But when the residents of
McChesney upper front hear that name, a
different title comes to mind—RA.
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Riehle, a junior dean’s list comprehensive Bible major, not only commits many
hours a day to his nationally-ranked team,
but he also commits time to the his hall as
a resident assistant (RA).
Like most collegiate varsity athletes, Riehle spends as many as 35 hours a week on
his sport during the season. This commitment, combined with the heavy class load,
leaves little free time for other extracurricular activities. But Riehle finds the time to
spend with both the athletic department
and residence life.
His typical Monday schedule consists of
class from nine to three--then practice,
dinner, homework, an RA meeting at
10:00 and curfew checks at midnight.
According to the Cedarville University RA
contract, resident assistants are “responsible for active supervision and direction
of the residence hall living as well as supervision over the student body.”
Riehle is one of five varsity athletes who
currently serve as an RA. These RA athletes constantly switch between their commitment to their teams and to their halls.
“The time demanded of both activities is
tough to balance with classes and having
a social life,” Riehle said. “I really want to
do more with my hall, but at times I find
it almost an impossibility because I am so
busy with basketball and my workload for
classes.”
Like Riehle, all the RA athletes live in the

Cedarville men’s basketball player and McChesney RA Adam Riehle says, “The time demanded of
both activities is tough to balance with classes and having a social life.”
Photo by Jonathan Moultroup

same hall as their teammates, which forces
them to cope with constantly switching from
teammate to hall mate to authoritative RA.
This transition from teammate at practice to
authority figure in the dorm sometimes proves
challenging, but their passion for their hall
makes the adjustment smoother.
“I have six guys from the track team [in my
hall], and it has been very weird transitioning
into their authority figure, especially the ones
I don’t know quite as well,” Marc Benjamin,
Rickard RA and track team member, said. “It’s
been smooth enough, but it was awkward for
me at first.”
Riehle uses his position as an RA to minister
to those with whom he lives and plays basketball.

“Being an RA has been an incredible opportunity to get to know my hall mates on a personal
level,” Riehle said. “Hopefully, I can simply be
an encouragement to their personal walks with
the Lord.”
Though the athletes work hard to balance
their many commitments and keep their sport
separate from their RA responsibilities, the
two commitments sometimes overlap. Games
occasionally force the athletes to miss mandatory RA meetings and other required RA gatherings.
Joe Poelzer, the resident director of St. Clair
and McChesney Halls, hired three varsity athletes to work under him as RAs this year. Although the athletes spend considerable time
outside the dorm, he says the athletes perform
well in their job as RAs.
More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com

“I think that there are times when the athletes
may not be able to dedicate as much time to
planning and being available for their residents, [but] in comparison to the other RAs, I
have not found much difference in their ability
to perform their job well.”
The commitment to both athletics and residence life does not come without consequence.
The RAs constantly divide their thoughts and

energy between their teams and their halls,
which often results in negative repercussions.
“The hardest thing [about playing golf and being an RA] is golf,” Dan Atkeson, St. Clair RA
and golfer, said. “I feel like I slack sometimes
out on the range. Sometimes my thoughts and
focus are on the hall while I’m on the course.”
Though the daily stress of balancing school,

sports and RA work leaves little personal
time in their schedules, the athletes would
not trade their ministries in the dorm and on
the field.
“At times it is very hard to balance everything,” Riehle said. “But the ministry that
God has entrusted me with is definitely
worth all the busyness.”

Wong Leads Track Stars at Nationals
by Michael Clouse
While many students relaxed on the beach or
hit the ski slopes over spring break, the Cedarville men’s and women’s track and field teams
competed at the NAIA Indoor National Championships in Johnson City, Tenn.
Several Cedarville athletes brought home medals and All-American honors.
“We look at it as the individuals’ opportunity to
shine and to have good success in their own individual races,” said head track and field coach
Jeff Bolender.
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“Overall, I think people were very pleased with
their performances.”
The highlight of the meet for Cedarville was senior Lydia Wong’s performance in the mile run.
Wong ran the mile in 4:55.08, finishing 3.34
seconds ahead of the second-place runner.
“It was nearly everything I’d hoped for,” Wong
said. “It was the race I needed to run that day
to win.”
Wong is only the fifth Cedarville track athlete
in school history to become an NAIA indoor
champion. It is Wong’s fourth time being an
NAIA Indoor All-American.

Senior Lydia Wong, left, is the
NAIA indoor national champion
in the mile run. Sophomore Alexa
Winik, above, also earned AllAmerican honors with a thirdplace finish in the 400 meters.
The meet was held in Johnson
City, Tenn.

Sophomore Alexa Winik also earned AllAmerican honors after placing third in the 400
meter dash. Winik set a school record of 55.91
seconds in her semifinal heat and recorded a
56.65 time in the finals.
Defending NAIA Indoor race walk champion
Josh Wiseman finished second in this year’s
meet after recording a 3,000 meter time of
13:26.55, a little more than seven seconds behind the winner.
“It’s definitely an accomplishment,” Wiseman
said. “It’s the talent that God has given you and
it’s neat to use the talent He’s given you.”
All of Cedarville’s competitors spent many
hours training for the NAIA Indoor ChampiMore content updated daily at ReadCedars.com

File photos by
Jonathan Moultroup

onship meet, but made sure to enter the meet
feeling rested and healthy.
“Our focus is to be as healthy as we can be, as
rested as we can possibly can be, and to allow
that rest and what we call tapering—backing
off a little bit of our training to perform at our

very highest level,” Bolender said.
Up next for the Cedarville track and field
teams is the outdoor season. The Yellow
Jackets have a few weeks off to regroup before the Emory Invitational in Atlanta, Ga.,
on March 19 and 20.

Mulberry House
Residents Build
Community
in Springfield
By Lyndsey Gvora
When Cedars spoke to Jack Legg in September of
2008 about planting an intentional living community in Springfield, his plans were little more than a
well thought-out vision. A year and a half later, the
vision has become incarnate.
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Photo by Lyndsey Gvora
Left to right, Jack Legg, Tim Miller and Tim Voltz share a house on Springfield’s south end.
Their goal is to be committed to a lifestyle of simplicity, service, outreach and fellowship.

This past December marked the one-year anniversa- in community.
ry of Legg’s time in the house. Since moving in, Legg
And along with that, [there is] the idea of bringing life to dead comhas been joined by fellow CU graduates Tim Voltz JACK LEGG:
munities, bringing hope to communities that are marked by despair, bringing light into
and Tim Miller.
dark places – all these radical notions that sound almost Scriptural. In terms of what
Situated on the south end of the city, the Mulberry we’re actually doing, in being committed to moving in together, sharing our resources,
House is a community of Christ-followers who have walking through our faith with each other and with neighbors – you can do that anycommitted to a lifestyle of simplicity, service, out- where. Anybody could do that. But there’s also an aspect of our personal discipleship,
reach, and fellowship. In keeping with other com- where we have found that relocating to such a skeleton of a place is essential.
munities surfacing in the new monastic vein (spearTo be honest, the three of us are much more comfortable here than we would
headed by Shane Claiborne’s Simple Way), the goal TV:
of the community is to build relationships – both be doing this in a suburban location.
inside the house and in the city at large in order to
shine light in a city overrun with poverty and crime. CEDARS: As white men, what are the challenges of ministering in a multicultural
neighborhood?
Whatever you do, don’t call their undertaking a ‘minOur neighborhood’s more multicultural than anywhere we grew up, but it’s
istry.’ “I feel like that would be a misrepresentation of TV:
what’s going on here. We’re a house,” said Tim Voltz. not a place where we, as white guys, stick out. Reasons we do stick out are: all three of
us have full time jobs, which is a rarity. Over one-third of the people in this neighbor“It’s more of a focused, faithful effort [to live like hood are unemployed. Most people have children in this neighborhood. All three of us
have vehicles. So there are things that definitely make us stick out, but it’s not necesChrist],” said Legg.
sarily the color of our skin.
Legg, Miller, and Voltz agreed
JL: Where it gets hard is, we are people who come from the mato talk with Cedars more about
jority culture, where we are typically in charge of everything and
the ideas that have driven their
we are expected to have all the answers. When you step into a
lifestyle, and the experience of
context where you don’t so much anymore -- where the problems
building community in one
are at such a deep level of brokenness that the only real solution is
of Ohio’s neglected neighborJesus – it creates an interesting atmosphere. For example, when
hoods.
someone is knocking on your door who’s addicted to meth, and
you can see that he’s slowly dismantling his life, and that he’s on
CEDARS: If your goal is to be
his way to death, there’s only so much you can do about it. I say
good neighbors to people, you
that in response to your multicultural question because there’s a
could do that anywhere. Why
very real culture of poverty, just like there’s a culture of middle
here?
class or of upper class. There are certain barriers and walls that
are already up that we have to break down, which is challenging.
TIM VOLTZ:
In this past
decade, Clark County’s had
TV: Because if we were to, say, come in once a week to run a
one of the highest foreclosure
soup kitchen or a clothing closet, we could then retreat from that
rates in the country. People
to our own homes and escape from that reality. Here, you never
board up houses in this neighborhood and move out, constantly. Everyone’s leav- really escape it because the doorbell still rings at 2 A.M. after you’ve shut your day
ing. So the mentality of people in this neighborhood, down, and the guy’s still outside running around, clearly out of his mind, on drugs,
then, is that this is not a place worth being. This outside of your house. Your house can be broken into, your car’s broken into, your
idea that we try to get people out of their situations CD player is stolen – there’s always a constant reminder of where you are. You don’t
and into a “better place,” or that suburbia is a bet- retreat out of it. And so you have to be intentional about daily being a disciple of Jesus
ter place for [Christians] than the urban center, is in the context of this neighborhood.
not an appropriate model if we’re followers of Jesus.
It’s not so much about doing these big grandiose miracles as it is about being
We want to change that mindset. Mulberry Street JL:
and its surrounding neighborhood is a place where committed to the idea that faithfully living out the ideas of Scripture and seeking ways
Jesus dwells, and where people should want to live on a moment-by-moment basis to do so is actually subversive and crazy enough to

“We’re here first
and foremost as
learners - to know
our community,
to learn about our
community - before
we ever try to do
anything to save
our community.”
Tim Voltz

More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com

radically alter the world that we’re living
in right now.
CEDARS: Can you give an example of one
of these moment-by-moment ways of living intentionally?
TV:
For the majority of the summer
and most of the fall, we had a meth addict
in the neighborhood who got to know us
really well, and at any given time during
the 24-hour period that you call a day, he
felt free to ring the doorbell [asking to]
use the phone, or get a glass of water. And
so every time you open that door to talk
to him, it is a very taxing experience, because you’re trying to sift through, “How
do I love him, without simply giving him
the ability to continue in his addictions?”
And you can choose to ignore it and not
answer the door, pretend like you’re not
at home. Or you can be rude with him or
tell him straight up, “I don’t want to talk
to you right now.” But every day you have
to make a choice, a conscious decision
that you’re going to be Jesus today to your
neighbors, whatever that takes.
CEDARS: How would you go about sharing the gospel with a guy like him?
TV:
Well, you’re talking about a guy
who’s heard the gospel probably since
he was a little kid. We’ve discussed faith
openly with him, but as far as “looking for
decisions,” it’s not really something that
you do because this neighborhood has
been so saturated with the gospel message
(although, maybe not gospel living). Everyone knows how to say what you want
them to say in order to get whatever it is
that you’re giving.
TIM MILLER:
Tribes in Africa learned
quickly that when Christian missionaries
came in, they would all say, “Hey! We
love Jesus!” and then [the missionaries]
would hand them a Bible, and then they
would leave. So that’s what got them
to leave, and then [the tribe] would go
right back to what they were doing before. Not to say that you can’t [pass out
Bibles] here, but we don’t want to come
and be like, “Here’s a Bible. You need to
get saved right now!” [Because] they’ll be
like “Yeah, yeah! Amen!” and then you’ll
leave, and they’ll go right back to what
they were doing before. We want to live
relationally and live the gospel – because
they’ve heard it preached.

most as learners – to know our community, to
learn about our community – before we ever
try and do anything to save our community.
CEDARS: What do you find most difficult
about community living?
TM:
We are all very similar. We’re all
young, white guys with degrees from the same
college. But we all have our own quirks, and
I think I’ve found that the people that tend to
move in the direction we’re going tend to be
very weird people. And we all have different
ideas – so there’s kind of a strain. While we’re
great with activism [in the neighborhood], in
the house we need to learn to be more of servants and be more humble – I think we can all
have egos.
TV:
As much as we talk about humility, we’ve all come in very idealistically. And
when your common bond for moving in – not
that it’s the only thing we have in common –
but your common bond for moving in is the
idealism behind it, you overlook the personality differences. And so sometimes, I’m sure
we do things that irk one another, but it’s like,
“Well, we’re in community, so I’m just going
to overlook it, I’m not going to mention it, and
it’s going to be fine” – but then on the inside,
it’s just grating on you. One of the hard things
for us is communicating those things openly,
because we feel like it is so small or so petty,
we shouldn’t be talking about it. We should
be talking about grander things, or bigger
things—
JL:

More spiritual things.

TV:

Like the neighborhood.

JL:
Not, “Who ate this one Pop-Tart and
left the other in the package?”
Laughter

TV:
This house has existed for about
a year now, I mean, as far as the people
who inhabit it anyway. So we’re not in a
hurry to run in and fix all the brokenness.
The idea of three young white guys with
college degrees running into a neighborhood and telling everyone about all their
brokenness and how they’re going to fix
it has proven time and time again to be
a flawed approach to discipleship and to
following Jesus. We’re here first and fore-

CEDARS: How is God blessing your efforts to
follow him and live like him?
JL:
Well, for me, he’s stretching me in
interesting ways, which I think is in itself a
blessing because that’s when growth happens
– when you are confronted with things that
are so drastically different from everything
else. I know we’re not blessed in the sense
that people are throwing money at us.
TV:

We’ve had a few visitors.

JL:
That’s a good blessing. We have a
blog, and our house is listed within a nationwide network of people who are living out intentional communities, so as a result of that,
people find us and come visit us. Some guy
from Knoxville, Tenn., was in town and he
stopped to have dinner with us because he
wanted to do something similar in Knoxville.
TV:
He challenged us and he encouraged
us, and it was good to have someone outside
of the immediate network come in and share
with us, to see a bigger picture of how God’s
at work around the country and around the
world.
JL:
To see that the Body of Christ is bigger than our own particular congregation, and
that there’s an actual trans-national body of
believers is very cool.

You can read more about
the Mulberry House at
http://unlikelyinsurgence.
blogspot.com/
File Photo
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JL:
What it comes down to is this: when
you’re living by yourself, you’re always first.
Things are always done the way you’d like
them to be done, and you don’t have to have
any accountability to anybody else. It’s never
messy; it’s nice and neat. But when you’re
together with other folks claiming to live out
your faith, it’s a lot more in-your-face when
you’re not doing so hot. When you’re failing
to live up to that ideal that you’re claiming, it
becomes easier to pinpoint.
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Coffee House Review: Dino’s Cappuccinos
by Doug Brown

A smattering of tables, chairs and couches greets
you as you enter Dino’s Cappuccinos in Yellow
Springs. Local caffeine addicts can often be found
there hunched over their laptops, taking advantage
of the free Wi-Fi with the remnants of a latte in
hand.

the Soprano’s light switch or the oversized picture
of Dean Martin and the Rat Pack that hangs on the
back wall. A stained glass window stands over the
doorway wishing you “Grazie!” as you leave the
shop.
And the coffee. Four categories frame the menu on
a lark chalkboard near the counter: Dino’s on Ice,
Espresso Bar, French Roast Coffee and Coffee Alternatives. Most drinks are available in two sizes,
small and large, and the cost ranges from $1.65-to$5.00 a drink.

Dino’s sits sandwiched between a variety of eclectic
store fronts and restaurants along Xenia Avenue.
Like much of Yellow Springs, this local coffee haven
is more focused on gritty individuality than mainstream appeal. Franchises beware: Dino’s has a
unique atmosphere and quality products that rival
those of popular coffee chains.
The walls and ceilings are strewn with Italian regalia, unofficially
making Dino’s the “Little Italy” of the neighborhood. Every great Italian film icon is represented in some fashion, whether in the form of

The drip coffee has a smooth, full-bodied taste,
though tends to be slightly acidic. At $1.65 a cup,
there is little to complain about. The espresso drinks are well-made,
and special attention is paid to quality of flavor over speed of service.
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Book Review: ‘Escaping the Devil’s Bedroom’
by Lindsay Cornish

This is a book inspired by a desire to show fellow believers how God is
moving in “the dingiest alleys, streets, and hotel rooms.” Dawn Herziog Jewell wisely divided her book into three parts: “Stories of Darkness,” “Stories of Hope” and “Your Part in
the Story.” The last part is what makes her compilation
of tear-jerking stories and astonishing statistics truly
worthwhile. The main question Jewell places before
the reader is: “Do we, God’s people, want these women,
girls, and men free more than the forces keeping them
there?” As Christians in today’s society we need to find
ways to help. This book provides the answer.

Thankfully, her story does not end there. The next 10 chapters are
dedicated to the transformation of victims. Through dedicated ministry and prayer these women are being rescued and returning
to help others. By Jewell choosing to include these stories
of hope, we can have a much greater understanding of the
gospel’s transformative power.

The first seven chapters provide us with a glimpse into
the darkness, where a 13 year-old girl’s virginity is sold
to a Western businessman, and where a girl considers
stripping because her self-image plummeted after being sexually abused. Along with these individual stories,
Jewell provides staggering statistics that open our eyes
to how the sex trade has taken the world by storm.

Cedars Rating Scale

5 Trees: Expertly crafted, both aesthetically and thematically. Otherwise
known as art.
4 Trees: Worthwhile. Its positives
outweigh its flaws.
3 Trees: Mediocre. Take it or leave it.

2 Trees: Its flaws outweigh its
positives. Unworthy of your time and
money.
1 Tree: There are better ways to
spend your time. Having your teeth
drilled, for one.

If you were to visit amazon.com looking for a book on sex
trafficking, you may find several containing similar stories
and statistics. But you would be hard-pressed to find others with the information contained in this book’s conclusion.
Jewell goes one step further and provides us with ways to
help. Concluding in her final paragraph she says, “Today we
are his [Christ’s] eyes for hoping, his heart for loving, his
hands for healing, and his feet for approaching those sitting
in darkness.”

Cedars Rating
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Personal
Revolution
Central State rapper C.A.
Revolution performs at
Cedarville and shares
what changed his outlook
on life.
By Doug Brown
C.A. Revolution preforms in Alford Auditorium last month. He is working on the
production of a CD titled “See A Revolution.”
Photo by Jonathan Moultroup

C.A. Revolution is a young rapper whose
journey from 9-year-old rhymer to performer almost didn’t happen. He remembers the day in 2004 that changed his life.
“After basketball,” he said, “we started
walking back to my house, and when I was
right around the corner from my house,
some guy just randomly pulled up and
shot me.”
The round from the handgun hit Chris Arrone – as he is known off stage – in his
lower abdomen. He was on the ground
for 20 to 30 minutes before help arrived.
After only three days in a Dayton hospital
and a few procedures, the 16-year-old recovered. Today he has only an unsightly
scar as a physical reminder.

“Every sin is like a
kiss that betrays you
like Judas, so before
I kiss you I would
rather cut off my lips.
Lord, please take me
as I am.”
C.A. Revolution
From the single “Lord Please”

After the random shooting, there was a
revolution in Arrone’s thoughts. Previously, he said he thought about life and
death like many teenagers. He had acknowledged the possibility of death, but
it hadn’t been a pressing issue for him.
Arrone said his mentality changed, and
he realized that life might not always be
there.

or make them exercise as punishment.

Arrone’s life is good right now. He performed recently on the Alford Auditorium
stage at Cedarville University, and he is
a Central State University student from
Dayton who is working on his first CD.

Gospel rap was an unfamiliar idea for the two,
but the brothers didn’t let their uncertainty
stop them from trying something new. This
was only the beginning for their rapping talent.
In hindsight, Arrone’s brother had a profound
musical influence on Arrone by always encouraging him to keep going. Arrone kept working on rhymes and lyrics until the unexpected
shooting changed his life.

Arrone, who was raised by his Christian
aunt and uncle in Dayton, started rhyming at age 9 when he and his cousins
would get in a line and freestyle about various topics. If they messed up or jumbled
their lyrics, a cousin would beat them up
More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com

When Arrone was 12, his brother David Kelly
talked to him about writing a gospel rap.
“Gospel rap?” Arrone said. “I was 12 years old.
We just called it gospel rap because we didn’t
know the difference between gospel and Christian as a genre.”

The incident did little to slow his rapping. He
started sharing his rap talents at music venues

a year later and has rapped in over 70 shows
since then.
Arrone’s talents weren’t openly accepted by
everyone at first. Many people he knew at the
time didn’t approve of Christian rap. He met
adversity from friends, judges at competitions
and members of his church. But he kept rapping with encouragement from his brother and
James Korff, a close friend.
“James Korff, who not only helped me with
this [pre-release] CD, but … for the last few
years has really stayed on me about upholding
that standard as a man of God,” Arrone said.
“Not just talking or rapping about it but actually living it.”
Arrone is a first-year resident assistant at Central State where he shares his faith enthusiastically. He says it’s not only about skill but about
living a lifestyle that honors God.
When sitting down to write lyrics, he uses the
gospel and his life experiences to shape and
mold the rhyme. “Lord Please,” a song on his
pre-release CD, is a rap about many of the
strongholds he had built up against God. In it he
prays, “Every sin is like a kiss that betrays you
like Judas, so before I kiss you I would rather
cut off my lips. Lord, please take me as I am.”
Previously, suicide was a struggle for Arrone,
and these lyrics are an expression of his desire
to die rather than hurt Christ again. It’s a rap
about the revolution that is occurring inside
him.
Arrone will continue to study radio and television at Central State, release a mix tape soon
and finish his “See A Revolution” CD.
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OneVoice
Producing
First CD

The recording by
Cedarville’s gospel
choir will include
original songs.
by Kaitlyn Coughlin
OneVoice gospel choir preforms in chapel. This choir is open to anyone who
wants to join, and is directed by Justin Spann.
Photos by Andrew Bash

Cedarville University’s OneVoice gospel
choir is in the process of recording its first
CD that will be available at the beginning
of April.
“Free to Worship” commemorates the 10th
anniversary of OneVoice and shows how it

has grown and expanded over the years.
Justin Spann, the director of OneVoice, said
that the CD is marketed toward students,
parents and alumni — particularly those involved in OneVoice in the past. The CD will
have roughly a dozen songs, two of which are
written by Spann and
two others by freshman student Darris
Sneed.
This is the first CD
that OneVoice has
recorded individually. In the past, OneVoice has teamed
with HeartSong for
recordings. Ensemble member Briana
Dupree said this is a
prime time for OneVoice to record.
Dupree said Spann
has done a great job
since he became the
director of OneVoice,
and he has helped
the choir reach where
they are right now.
The students involved in OneVoice
and the recording
process hope that the
CD will touch many
people’s lives with
the power of the Holy
Spirit and that people
will come to know
Christ through this
process.

“Our hope is that people would feel the power
of the Holy Ghost through this CD,” ensemble
member Charmaine Porter said.
Porter said the students in the choir want to
see people getting excited about God as they
renew their relationship with Him and see others come to Christ as well.
Shaun Frazier, one of Justin Spann’s student
assistants, says that OneVoice is different from
the other college choirs.
“Justin always tells us that unlike other choirs,
we’re not here to perform or put on a concert,”
Frazier said. “We’re here to worship, to engage
in worship, and to praise God.”
Spann said that OneVoice attracts so many
students because it appeals to so many different people, creates a sense of family community, and allows students to be themselves
and worship the Lord in many different ways.
OneVoice has impacted the students involved
and their fellow students, and Spann said that
OneVoice is now starting to impact the surrounding community as well.
This past year OneVoice has been invited to
participate in Bowling Green State University’s
Gospel Fest, the Christian Community Development Association’s national conference and
to various churches throughout Ohio.
As OneVoice continues to grow and have an
active impact as a part of Cedarville’s Christian Ministry department, Porter reminds the
students of the purpose of recording and the
reason behind every task the choir undertakes.
“God has enabled us and He’s endowed this
gift and this opportunity upon us, so let’s make
the most of it to glorify His name.”

